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JONATHAN RICH

STAFF WRITER

Transylvania County 
was recently ranked fifth 
in the state in terms of 
local spending per student 
and local leaders believe 
that is an important statis-
tic ahead of ongoing talks 

between the Board of Com-
missioners and the Board of 
Education regarding capital 
education needs.

Monday night County 
Attorney Bill Bulfer told 
commissioners the Pub-
lic School Forum of North 
Carolina earlier this month 
had ranked Transylvania 

County fifth in the state in 
terms of base local appro-
priations per student for 
its estimated spending of 
$4,000.26 per student. 
That figure is determined 
by taking the total cur-
rent education spending 
($12,752,827) divided by 
the 2020-2021 average 

daily school membership 
(3,188 students).

The study focuses on the 
amount counties spend on 
students as well as each 
county’s investment in rela-
tion to taxable resources. 
For comparison, neigh-
boring Henderson County 
is ranked 33 out of 100 

counties with an estimated 
$2,263 spent per student 
and Buncombe County was 
listed number seven with 
$3,552 spent per student.

“You are in the top 10 per-
cent of school funders and 
as counties go you are in the 
top 5 percent when it comes 
to base local appropriations 

per student,” Bulfer said. 
“The question is where does 
it need to go and where 
does it come from.”

Last October the Board 
of Commissioners and the 
Board of Education agreed
to develop an advisory 

County ranked 5th for student funding

LAURA DENON
STAFF WRITER

The N.C. Department of Labor 
is continuing to investigate the 
Transylvania Little League 
Opening Day incident Satur-
day when several people were 
injured after two children’s 
inflatables became untethered 
by wind gusts.

It remains unknown how 
many people were injured and 
the severity of their injuries 
is unconfirmed. At least four 
people were transported to the 
hospital by emergency medi-
cal services and others sought 
medical treatment on their 
own. Around 1,500 people were 
in attendance at the event.

“None of the injuries appear 
to be life-threatening or life-al-
tering although we are aware of 
some injuries which would be 
classified as serious,” accord-
ing to the league’s most recent 
press release.

“Two of the inflatable struc-
tures were caught by a wind 
gust and became airborne,” said 
the release, with one landing 
400 feet from where it had been 
anchored and the other 200 
feet. “When this occurred, there 

Differing 
views given 
on Little 
League 
incident
Labor Dept. continues

its investigation

LAURA DENON
STAFF WRITER

Two people  have been 
arrested and charged with 
felony first-degree arson in 
connection with the structure 
fire March 20 at 58 Chinqua-
pin Road.

Those arrested, Tyvaughn 
Lamar Gainey, 44, and Ash-
ley Nicole Butler, 34, knew the 
man who lived in the house 
and were involved in an “ongo-
ing dispute there,” according 
to Chase Owen, operations 
captain at the Transylvania 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The Brevard Fire Depart-

Two charged 
with arson in 
connection 
with house fire

DAVID BRADLEY

FOR THE T. TIMES

When it comes to Tuesday 
nights there’s only one place 
you’ll find Connie Parrish 
and her husband, Billy: the 
Tuesday Collaborations at 
185 King Street.

“There’s no place we’d 
rather be,” said Parrish of 
the Brevard music venue. 
“It feels like home. It’s our 
neighborhood place and 
there’s no place we’d rather 
be than with our people and 
great music.”

What started a few years 
ago as essentially an exper-
iment before a handful 
of listeners has grown to 
packed houses of standing 
room only crowds eager 
to hear loca l,  reg ional  
and nat ional ly  renow n 
musicians who leave fans 
pleading for more.

Behind it all is Travis 
Book, a Brevard resident 
who sets the playlist from 
bluegrass to rock then finds 
musicians to fit the music, 

all of which comes together 
seemingly without a hitch.

“On Tuesday nights we’ve 
turned (185 King) into a lis-
tening room, a casual social 

scene and we can accommo-
date a lot of different vibes,” 
said Book. “Having a gig is 
a powerful impetus for get-
ting people (musicians and 
fans) together. This thing 
has a mass and gravity.”

None of which happens by 
chance.

“I put a lot of care into the 
curation of the (Tuesday) 
nights,” Book said. “The 
music is alive and changing 
every moment. The culti-
vation of the lineup is its 
own artistic expression. It’s 
momentum and discovery 
in the moment when you 
don’t know exactly what’s 
going on.” Groups rehearse 
at most a couple of hours 
before a performance but 
a lways f ind what Book 
described as a “sweet spot” 
when it all meshes.

MUSIC CITY

For Travis Book (on the upright bass) the Tuesday Collaborations are just that: a time for talented musicians to make music 
before appreciative audiences.

David Bradley, For The T. Times

185 King Street the place to be on Tuesdays

Local, regional and national acts regularly play at the venue.

CRAIG GRALLEY
FOR THE T. TIMES

Editor Note: Author Craig 
Gralley’s book, “PARI: An 
Untold History of Spacemen 
and Spies,” tells the story 
of how a small community 
in the mountains of North 
Carolina helped to win the 
space race, the Cold War 
and became a model for 
student science education. 
The following book excerpt 
highlights the Rosman 

Tracking Station during the 
NASA years (1963-1981).

In researching this book 
I couldn’t help but be awed 
by the ability of ordinary 
c it i zens to  accompl ish 
extraordinary things. But 
the talented people who 
worked long hours during 
the NASA years weren’t 
faceless bureaucrats, most 

NASA/Rosman were at the 
forefront of weather forecasting

Image of Hurricane Camille taken from the ATS-3 satellite 
commanded at NASA’s Rosman Station.

– Spending,  10A

– League,  10A

– Fire ,  10A

– Music,  10A

– NASA,  10A

Courtesy, NASA
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committee comprised of 
the school superintendent, 
county manager and attor-
neys from both boards to 
explore education capital 
needs related to the Novem-
ber 2018 bond referendum 
approved by local voters. 
The bond referendum was 
initially intended to pay 
for renovations and new 
construction at Brevard 
High School and Ros-
man Middle/high schools, 
but increases in inflation 
for building costs later 
revealed the amount of 
available bond money was 
not sufficient to move for-
ward.

Bulfer said his research 
indicates there are a total 
of 17 capital education proj-
ects, including roof repair 
at the Rosman school, 
which commissioners 
have approved funding for 
but have yet to have been 
started by school board.

“There are any num-
ber of perfectly legitimate 

reasons why they may 
not have been,” he said, 
adding that the joint cap-
ital needs committee has 
identified a retired county 
manager and a retired 
school superintendent to 
act as consultants once a 
maintenance reserve study 
covering all they county’s 
schools is completed and 
that should allow the work 
to be prioritized.

Commissioner Teresa 
McCall said she is hope-
ful these projects will be 
addressed again soon.

“We’re responsible for 
providing funding, but the 
work is not being done,” 
McCall said. “Where does 
that leave things? That 
may be something that this 
group can answer because 
if we are providing funding 
to ensure that the build-
ings are in the condition 
that they should be for stu-
dents, then there should 
be an expectation that the 
work that has been asked to 
be funded will actually be 
completed.”

Bulfer said he was opti-
mistic the joint advisory 
group could advance the 
issue.

“I think the suggestion 
to have this working group 
was a good one because it 
has the opportunity to sort 
of break the log jam that 
you all are discussing,” he 
said, “but really the solu-
tion here is not a legal one, 
it’s not a political one, it’s 
just a working together 
issue and that is what we’re 
doing our best to get people 
on board with.”

In advance of the group’s 
maintenance reserve study 
taking place, Bulfer recom-
mended the commissioners 
move the list of approved 
school projects to the 
county’s existing education 
capital fund.

“Ultimately, what we want 
everybody to understand 
is that you were spending 
the money you were sup-
posed to under statute,” he 
said. “The goal is to essen-
tially move monies to the 
education capital fund so 

that it makes clearer that 
designated education cap-
ital sales tax goes into that 
fund and is appropriated 
from that fund so that there 
can be no question further 
down the road that you are 
meeting your fiscal obliga-
tions and it will be easier 
to demonstrate where you 
were exceeding them.”

County Manager Jaimie 
Laughter stressed that 
decision would not result in 
any changes regarding the 
financing of capital educa-
tion projects.

“It will make it easier in 
the sense that we will have 
it all in one place,” Laugh-
ter said. “It doesn’t change 
the amount of funding. It 
doesn’t change the projects 
that have been approved. 
The reality is that all of the 
capital requests that have 
been made over the past 
several years have been 
approved. Those have been 
funded. It doesn’t change 
any of that.”

A f t e r  u n a n i m o u s l y 
approving that accounting 

change, commissioners 
also gave their support to 
the school board’s recent 
resolution asking the state 
General Assembly allow 
local control of academic 
calendars.

In 2004, the state General 
Assembly set a mandatory 
start and end date for all 
school districts across the 
state known as the school 
calendar law. In 2012, the 
General Assembly amended 
the state’s school calendar 
law with more restrictions, 
but earlier this month the 
Transylvania County Board 
of Education unanimously 
approved a resolution sup-
porting an amendment 
that would give individ-
ual school boards greater 
flexibility to adjust school 
calendars to better serve 
the needs of local students.

Currently, the mandated 
start of the school year is 
no earlier than the Monday 
closest to Aug. 26 and the 
end date is no later than the 
Friday closest to June 11.

Members of the Tran-

sylvania County school 
board said individual local 
entities should have more 
control over the schedule 
because they are better 
equipped to understand 
their community’s needs
and preferences.

Monday night the Board 
of Commissioners agreed 
local control of school cal-
endars is better for all
involved.

“Some of us have been
advocating for this for
about 20 plus years,” said 
Chairman Jason Chappell.
“When I was on the board
of education I advocated for 
this and as a commissioner
we have advocated for 
this. I think it is absolutely
imperative that local school
systems be able to set their 
individual calendars as
it relates to community 
college and exams before 
break. There are very valid 
reasons for this.”

Jonathan Rich can be reached 

at (828) 883-8156 or via email at 

jrich@transylvaniatimes.com.

Spending
  Continued from 1A

were children who were 
thrown from the structure 
and several people around 
the area who were struck by 
the inflatable structures.”

Enoch Rae, owner of 
Incredible! Inflatables and 
Amusements of Hender-
sonville which provided 
the inflatables, wrote via 

email “no inflatables went 
airborne,” rather “they were 
pushed back by the wind.”

Rae also wrote that “no 
one was on the inflatables 
since it was toward the 
end of the event” and that 
the inflatables were double 
staked in the ground.

Chase Owen, the league’s 
safety officer, disagreed.

“I witnessed it first hand 

and there is a video showing 
they were airborne,” said 
Owen. “One of which (went) 
directly over my head and 
over the field I was coach-
ing on.”

As far as whether the 
inf latables were double 
staked, Owen said that 
“witness accounts and 
the current information 
obtained through inves-

tigation contradict this 
statement.”

R ae a lso w rote t he 
r e q u i r e d  nu mb e r  o f 
attendants were not in 
attendance.

“We only set them up,” 
wrote Rae. “It is the respon-
sibility of (the) leasee to 
provide operators and 
make a decision to cancel 
or end an event early due to 

weather” by initialing and 
signing the responsibility 
checklist provided.

Owen refuted this also 
say ing Incredible had 
attendants on site when the 
incident occurred. Incred-
ible staff were questioned, 
said Owen, “prior to them 
setting it up and they stated 
that we were good to pro-
ceed with the set up and 

event.”
The league, which has 

insurance, delayed open-
ing ceremonies by an hour 
and a half from the original 
start time due to rain, Owen 
said, and Incredible staff
had set the inflatables up 
in the rain. Rae, however, 
said the inflatables were 
setup “when weather was 
not a factor.”

League
 Continued from 1A

ment was dispatched to 
the f ire at 10:49 p.m., 
ac c ord i ng  to  a  ne w s 
release.

Firefighters arrived on 
scene to find heavy fire 

coming from the front of 
the house. “Crews worked 
quickly to get the f ire 
under control but due 
to the heavy f ire dam-
age, extensive overhaul 
operations had to be per-
formed,” according to the 

release.
There was only person 

at home, in bed, when the 
fire started on the front 
porch. 

He was able to escape 
through the back door of 
the home.

Two people in the area 
were observed walking 
away from the house, said 
Owen. “We brought them 
back and did subsequent 
interviews and ended up 
arresting them both for 
f irst-degree arson,” he 

said. “There was a con-
fession given by both 
suspects to burning the 
house and more charges 
are pending at this time.”

Firefighters from Con-
nestee Fire and Rescue, 
Rosman Fire Department, 

and North Transylvania
Fire and Rescue assisted 
with the scene. 

The Red Cross  wa s 
called in to assist the fam-
ily. 

The case is still under
investigation.

Fire
Continued from 1A

“It’s always worked out,” 
he said. “It’s remarkable.”

It took some coaxing 
for Tuesdays to happen. 
As with many businesses, 
COVID-19 hit 185 King 
Street hard. As the pan-
demic began to subside, 
Book approached 185 King  
Street owners Madeline 
Magin and Cody Noble 
with an idea of a new 
musical niche.

“Travis came in to have 
a candid conversation,” 
Magin said. “He wanted 
to do something locally.”

But the venue wasn’t 
open yet on Tuesdays. The 
owners were, however, 

willing to take a chance.
“We started with a one- 

or two-month schedule 
and it began to build from 
there,” she said.

Now, inside tables typi-
cally sell out and a garage 
door at the rear of the 
stage is raised so over-
f low crowds can see and 
hear the backside of the 
band from picnic tables 
and chairs in the rear beer 
garden. At the tail end of 
COVID-19 and even in 
cold temperatures, fans 
routinely brought their 
own heaters and blankets 
to stay warm, such was 
their devotion to Tuesday 
evenings.

All the more remarkable 

is that Book does not need 
the work. He’s a member 
of the Grammy-winning 
Infamous Stringdusters 
who routinely play in front 
of thousands of adoring 
fans. Indeed, his schedule 
factored into the Tuesdays 
because he could tour on 
weekends and be home 
during the week.

“Midweek allows us to 
have a different level of 
talent we couldn’t afford 
on the weekend,” said 
Magin.

While Book may not 
need the gig, he knows 
plenty of musicians who 
do.

“During the pandemic, 
none of my friends were 

working,” he said.
Tuesday nights drive 

“a big economic impact 
and there’s no shortage 
of  musicians needing 
work and play in front of 
a live audience” and that 
includes other Grammy 
winners such as Barrett 
Smith, Mike Guggino and 
Graham Sharp of the Steep 
Canyon Rangers. Book 
also likes that his cast of 
characters includes “peo-
ple up and coming” and 
still learning the musical 
ropes.

Among other regulars is 
noted drummer Jeff Sipe 
who has played with his 
share of big-time stars; 
Derek Tr uck s,  Susa n 

Tedeschi, Jerry Garcia and 
Leftover Salmon to name 
a few. Yet he sees Tuesday 
evenings as something out 
of the ordinary.

“It’s a fantastic venue 
w ith a great l istening 
audience,” Sipe said. Sipe 
could play where he wants 
when he wants, but Tues-
days give him “the chance 
to play with world class 
musicians” in front of 
admiring crowds.

“That’s all you can ask 
for,” he said. “They’ve 
raised the bar, even above 
Asheville. It’s a feel good 
place. No matter what city 
it was in, I would still love 
it. 185 King is a real gem. 
We’re lucky to have it.”

Book sees even greater 
things ahead.

It can become, he said,
“a potentially world class 
music spot” and achieve
“legendary status” on par
with hot spots in Nash-
ville.

“I think it’s going to get
better and better,” he said.

But  Tue sd ay n ig ht s 
wouldn’t be what they are 
without paying custom-
ers like Parrish. “I think it 
elevates our art scene and 
our music scene,” she said. 
“It’s unbelievable. There’s 
a quality of musicianship 
that shows up for these
Tuesday nights and I love
that it’s casual and not 
scripted and not canned.”

Music
Continued from 1A

l ived in Transylvania 
Count y and were our 
friends, neighbors and 
family members.

Their accomplishments 
during the NASA years 
were extraordinary. For 
nearly two decades area 
residents served as engi-
neers, technicians and 
administrators working 
around the clock, com-
manding, tracking and 
collecting experimental 
data from over 50 differ-
ent manned and scientific 
spacecraft, monitoring up 
to 40 orbiting satellites a 
day.

W h e n  t h e  R o s m a n 
Tracking Station was ded-
icated in October 1963 it 
became America’s most 

advanced ground station, 
the East Coast hub for 
NASA’s burgeoning scien-
tific satellite program. 

NA SA Rosma n per-
s o n n e l  c o m m a n d e d 
cut t ing- edge commu-
nications and imaging 
satellites that achieved 
little-known “firsts” in 
weather forecasting that 
saved thousands of lives; 
pioneered global position-
ing technology that guides 
us today, rain or shine 
safely to work and home; 
and helped develop cellu-
lar communications that 
keep us close to family and 
friends. 

Today, we take these 
technologies for granted 
but col lect ively these 
achievements improved 
the lives of billions of 

people around the globe, 
boosted America’s eco-
nomic growth and led to 
our country’s material 
well-being. NASA/Ros-
man employees were not 
just present but helped 
birth our new age of sat-
ellite communications, 
meteorology and remote 
sensing.

Brevard resident and 
senior engineer Eugene 
“Joe” Collins tells the story 
of how Rosman ground 
station helped to establish 
the field of weather fore-
casting. 

In August 1969 Rosman 
personnel, commanding 
the most advanced tech-
nology satellite of its day, 
warned of a dangerous 
tropical storm approach-
ing America’s gulf coast. 

The storm became the 
deadly category-five hur-
ricane, Camille.

“It started as a tropical 
depression off the coast 
of Africa,” Collins said. 
“ The Weather Bureau 
called: ‘Can you take some 
pictures of this?’ (The sci-
entif ic satellite) ATS-3 
was over the Atlantic, 
and, being in geostation-
ary orbit, it could take a 
big picture of the entire 
ocean. Other weather sat-
ellites were in low-Earth 
orbit but only had small 
occasional views.

“The storm was called 
Camille, and as it picked 
up speed, it rolled into the 
Caribbean and then Biloxi, 
Mississippi.

“It was the largest hur-
ricane in modern history, 

with winds up to 175 miles 
an hour and it had a huge 
storm surge. When they 
told us Camille was slow-
ing down, we stopped 
taking pictures. But then 
it gained speed and the 
Weather Bureau called 
again, ‘It’s going up the 
James River in Missis-
sippi. Turn the camera 
back on!’

“The Weather Bureau 
said we gave them the 
information it needed to 
warn coastal towns that 
20-foot waves would be 
rolling in. Weather fore-
casting was so new, some 
residents didn’t believe 
us.  They sa id,  ‘We’ve 
weathered these before,’ 
so lives were lost. But we 
saved a lot of people, too. 
As Camille was rolling 

out, Debby was rolling in. 
Then the Weather Bureau 
started putting up its own
satellites. But Rosman was 
at the very beginning of 
hurricane watches.”

Despite the warnings
259 people died and dam-
age exceeded $1.4 billion 
(over $10 billion today).

“PARI: An Untold His-
tor y of Spacemen and 
Spies,” will be published 
April 24 and is available
for pre-order at www.pari.
edu/shop and at Highland 
Books in Brevard. 

All author profits are 
being donated to further 
PARI’s student science 
education programs. 

For more information 
about Gralley and his 
work, visit www.craiggral-
ley.com.

NASA
Continued from 1A

***
 “By working faithfully eight hours a day you may eventually get to be 

boss and work twelve hours a day.” 
— Robert Frost

***
 “It is not wealth one asks for, but just enough to preserve one’s dignity, to 

work unhampered, to be generous, frank and independent.”  
— W. Somerset Maugham


