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DUPONT FOREST CHAMPION

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The big black and red building at 
the corner of North Broad and Pro-
bart streets in downtown Brevard is 
back on the market. 

Earlier this week a sign was placed 
in front of the former location of The 
Transylvania Times announcing the 
two-floor, 8,832 square-foot build-
ing was available for rent. 

The property was purchased by 
former Sycamore Cycles owner Wes 
Dickson in 2021 for development as 
the business’ third retail location, 
but it appears that venture is no lon-
ger moving forward. 

Dickson could not be reached for 
comment.

“We’re excited about that loca-
tion and are looking for something 
great happening in downtown Bre-

vard,” said real estate broker Chris 
Mansfield of the prospects for the
renovated property.

The Transylvania Times had been 
housed in the building for decades 
prior to the Trapp family selling the 
newspaper to CNHI in 2021. The
paper is now located on East Main 
Street. The North Broad Street
building was also a car dealership 
at one point.

Old Transylvania Times building available to rent

The former Transylvania Times newspaper building 
has been refurbished and is now available for rent.

LAURA DENON
STAFF WRITER

Last Thursday Harell 
Mitchell III, a former Bre-
vard High School assistant 
teacher and football coach, 
was charged with seven 
felony counts of sexual 
activity with a student.

As previously reported, 
on Jan. 14 Mitchell was 
initially charged with sec-
ond-degree forcible rape 
and indecent liberties with 
a student. Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Elizabeth 
Dierauf said she could not 
comment on a pending 
case as to why the charges 
had changed.

“We intend to v igor-
ously defend Mr. Mitchell 
against these charges,” 
said Mitchell’s attorney 
Mack McKeller, of Carr, 
Blackwell & Associates, 
P.C. “His next court date 
is May 1 for an adminis-
trative setting and I do not 
anticipate a trial on that 
date.”

Mitchell was hired by 
Tr a n s y lv a n i a  C ou nt y 
Schools on Aug. 26 of last 
year. On Jan. 10 the Tran-
sylvania County Sheriff’s 
Office was notified of an 
alleged incident involv-
ing a teacher and student 
within the school system 
and began an investiga-
tion. On the same day the 
school system dismissed 
Mitchell.

Shortly after the alleged 
incident was reported it 
was discovered that Mitch-
ell had left the area.

“He took off running 
and fled to Georgia,” said 
Sheriff Chuck Owenby at 
the time. “We had the U.S. 
Marshals and the U.S. 
Marshals task force pick 
him up (on Jan. 13).”

Capt. Chase Owen said 
the 25-year-old Mitchell 
was from Georgia and had 
been living in Rosman.

The alleged incident 
did not occur on school 
property and allegedly 
happened sometime last 
year between late Novem-
ber and early December, 
said Owen. Mitchell waived 
extradition and was trans-
ported to the Transylvania 
County Sheriff’s Office on 
Jan. 14 under a $300,000 
bond which he later posted. 

He is not currently in the 
county detention center.

Charges 
change 
against 
ex-BHS 
employee 

LAURA DENON
STAFF WRITER

Not many people save 
a forest from develop-
ment, but against the 
odds Aleen Steinberg, 
local conservationist, 
environmentalist and 
outdoor children edu-
cation activist, did.

Steinberg was born 
Jan. 26, 1930, and 
passed away last Fri-
day, leaving behind a 
legacy in Transylvania 
County.

“Ms. Steinberg will 
forever be the reason 
this state forest is now 
a protected and cher-
ished public land,” said 
Jason Guidry, DuPont 
State Recreational For-
est supervisor. “Her 
vision for the forest’s 
land, water, plants and 
animals was funda-
mental in forming the 
mission of DuPont State 
Recreational Forest. 
Her advocacy for soci-
ety to learn about the 
natural world should 
be remembered as one 
of her most enduring 
contributions to the 
forest and to our com-
munity.”

She was “a f ierce 
conservationist,” said 
Sara Landry, executive 
director of the Friends 
of DuPont since 2017.

When a large pri-
vate 100-plus housing 
subdivision outbid the 
state to develop what 
is today DuPont State 
Recreational Forest, 
Landry said Steinberg 
was one of a group of 
concerned community 
members that rallied to 
turn the former X-ray 
plant facility into a pub-
lic forest.

“They launched a 

c a mpa ig n a nd d id 
T V spots,”  Landr y 
explained of their fight. 
“They wrote letters to 
elected officials, letters 
to the editor. They did 
everything that they 
could and it eventually 
convinced the General 
Assembly and the gov-
ernor to do eminent 
domain.

“They voted unani-
mously,” said Landry. 
“It was a huge win 

for this group. They 
worked tirelessly in 
1999. Shortly thereafter 
they started Friends of 
DuPont and since then 
Friends of DuPont has 
been the advocate and 
supporter of DuPont 
even before the forest 
service got in there.”

“In the first year or 
two, there were no state 
employees situated 
there,” recalled Chuck 
McGrady, a former state 

legislator who worked 
closely with Steinberg. 
“The Friends organiza-
tion actually provided 
the people.”

“Aleen was always 
t here ,  more  of ten 
t ha n not  she  w a s 
hosting, pulling peo-
ple together,” he said. 
“She was highly prin-
cipled but also very 
pragmatic. So when 

Aleen Steinberg: a woman who 
fought and won against the odds

CRAIG GRALLEY
FOR THE T. TIMES

Editor Note: Author Craig Gralley’s 
book, “PARI: An Untold History 
of Spacemen and Spies” tells the 
story of how a small community 
in the North Carolina mountains 
helped to win the space race, the 
Cold War and became a model 
for student science education. An 
earlier book excerpt chronicled 
the Rosman Tracking Station’s 
NASA years (1963-1981) and the 
site’s pioneering role in weather 
forecasting. This article highlights 
how the Rosman Research Station 
under the Department of Defense 
(1981-1995) intercepted secret 

foreign communications that 
helped the country’s top leaders 
successfully navigate the Cold War.  

At the conclusion of the Cold 

War, the United States was look-
ing for a “peace dividend.” 

The Department of Defense 
(DoD) began scaling back its 

network of military bases and 
facilities. 

The Rosman Research Station 
had survived three rounds of 
congressional budget-related clo-
sures but by 1995 Rosman’s time 
had come. 

In preparing for its departure, 
the DoD created a sales brochure 
that identified four satellite dishes 
it was leaving behind and the fre-
quencies each dish antenna was 
tuned to receive. 

The frequencies of these 
antennas matched precisely the 

Remembering the day the Russians came to PARI

PARI played a significant part during the Cold War. 

SAVE 
$90

on a new Annual Pass, now–April 30, 2023
biltmore.com/join

Discover More

Aleen Steinberg was instrumental in getting DuPont Forest protected.

– Steinberg,  10A

– PARI,  10A

JONATHAN RICH
STAFF WRITER

Harris Ace Hardware 
was sold earlier this month 
to the McNeely Companies
which offers hardware,
tools, supplies and equip-
ment rentals in North and
South Carolina.

The hardware business 
had been in the Harris fam-
ily since November 1972 and 
the Main Street location has 
been a staple of downtown 
Brevard for decades.

“We’d been doing busi-
ness in the same place for
almost 50 years and now
was a good time,” said for-
mer Brevard Mayor Jimmy
Harris who took over the 
business from his father
Mabry in 2005. “They say 
they are going to run it in
the same way and every-
body who wants a job can 
have a job if they pass their
drug test.”

Though Harris is no 
longer affiliated with the 
business, which will remain 
an Ace Hardware franchise
for at least the next five
years as a condition of the 
sale, he said he appreciates 
the support of the commu-
nity for so many years.

“I want to thank all the 
community for supporting 
us all these years and let-
ting us service their needs,” 
he said of his retirement.
“We always tried to offer 
fair products at a fair price 
and I know that will con-
tinue.”

“Harris Hardware has
been your friendly, help-
ful, hometown hardware
store in downtown Brevard 
for more than 50 years,” 

Harris 
Hardware 
sold to
McNeely

– Harris,  10A



Transylvania Times - 04/13/2023 Page : A10

April 13, 2023 9:22 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A10 THURSDAY,  APR IL 13 ,  2023 •  THE TR ANSYLVANIA T IMES 

JONATHAN RICH

STAFF WRITER

Blue Ridge Community 
College made its annual 
budget request to the Tran-
sylvania County Board 
of Commissioners Mon-
day with this year’s ask 
for operating and capital 
and operating needs at the 
Transylvania County cam-
pus totaling $816,521.

The $655,321 operating 
budget request includes 

$94,266 for campus secu-
r it y and $401,515 for 
staff salaries while the 
$161,200 capital budget 
request includes $88,000 
for improvements to the 
Stauss Building as well as 
$32,000 for new carpets 
in the Applied Technol-
ogy Building and adding 
a metal or vinyl building 
to the Automotive Depart-
ment. 

The school also wants to 
purchase a $40,700 tractor 

to use on the property.
BRCC President Dr. 

Laura Leatherwood told 
commissioners that fall 
2022 enrollment at the 
Tra ns ylva nia  c a mpus 
was the highest in history 
and the 22% enrollment 
increase last year was the 
highest percentage increase 
since the 2018-19 academic 
year for all North Carolina 
community colleges, but 
with more full-time stu-
dents seeking the school’s 

services comes the need 
for more room for classes.

College representatives 
have previously estimated 
the cost of construct-
ing a new college campus 
would be $35 million, but 
it remains to be seen where 
or when that might be pos-
sible.

County Commissioner 
Emmett Casciato said he 
supports f inding more 
room for more community 
college students in Transyl-

vania County.
“I’d like to see us find 

someplace where they can 
expand,” Casciato said. 
“Our community college is 
such a valuable tool for our 
county. It’s just a remark-
able place.”

The f irst meeting of 
the BRCC Strategic Cap-
ital Planning Committee 
is scheduled for Monday, 
April 17, at 11 a.m. in the 
commissioner’s chambers.

The overal l issue of 

capital needs requests, 
including the Transylva-
nia County Courthouse, 
school bond referendum
and solid waste capacity at
the county landfill, will be
discussed at the next com-
missioners’ meeting on 
April 24, which begins at
5 p.m. to include the capi-
tal needs workshop.

Jonathan Rich can be reached 

at (828) 883-8156 or via email 

at jrich@transylvaniatimes.

Blue Ridge Community College submits annual funding request

we periodically would lose 
our way she had a really 
nice way of pulling us 
back together. She added 
a chemistry that’s hard 
to describe but was criti-
cally important to keep a 
relatively diverse group of 
people working together. 
You had bikers, you had 
riders, you had tree-hug-
gers.”

The forest ’s v isitors 
center is named af ter 
Steinberg and during its 
official grand opening cer-
emony nearly a decade ago, 
on July 1, 2013, she read a 
quote by Baba Dioum, a 
Senegalese environmen-
talist.

“In order to conserve 
something you must love it, 
in order to love it you must 
understand it and in order 
to understand it you must 
be taught,” she said.

“This center stands to 
welcome the thousands 
of visitors who come to 
DuPont and within its 

walls and displays lie 
the promise of lessons in 
conservation so that our 
children and the children’s 
children’s children and 
those generations yet to 

come will know the trea-
sures of this forest as we 
have known it,” she said. 
“The swamp pinks and the 
green salamanders, the 
clumps of yellow day lilies 

that bloom and the blue 
ghost fireflies that fly and 
delight us. They are here 
for all to enjoy because we 
believe in conservation.”

Steinberg also advocated 

for outdoor education for 
children and co-founded 
the nonprofit organiza-
t ion Muddy Sneakers 
with McGrady and Sandy 
Schenck.

“Her combined advocacy 
for DuPont and for outdoor 
learning generated some-
thing much greater than 
the sum of its parts,” said 

the organization’s executive 
director. “Through Muddy 
Sneakers, a generation of 
Transylvania County stu-
dents has built formative, 
personal relationships 
with one of the best-loved 
natural treasures of the 

our commitments toward 
continuing her legacy in 
conservation and educa-
tion and truly making a 
difference in shaping the 
next generation of lovers 
of the outdoors.”

“Kids from around the 
world come to Henderson 
and Transylvania counties 
and spend their summers 
in beautiful places and a 

lot of the local kids actually 
don’t know these places,” 
McGrady said. “They’re
not out hunting anymore; 
they’re not out farming or
whatnot; they just don’t 
know that right down from 
where they live are world-
class waterfalls.”

The idea behind Muddy 
Sneakers, said McGrady, 
was to take children out 
of the classroom and teach
them science outside.

“(Steinberg) was just
pa ssionate about t he 
out-of-doors and the stew-
ardship that we needed to 
provide,” he said.

At a point in time where
most people are retiring,
said McGrady, she perhaps 
had some of her best years.

“Social grace, politi-
cal acumen and energetic
pursuit of mission are only 
three of the virtues that 
mark Aleen Steinberg’s
life,” said former Friends of 
DuPont Forest board mem-
ber Jerry Elijah Brown.
“She was class and courage 
from the ground up.”

Steinberg
 Continued from 1A

In recognition of her work the DuPont Forest visitor center was named in Aleen 
Steinberg’s honor.

transmitting frequencies 
of military communica-
tions associated with least 
two Soviet satellites, called 
Raduga (“rainbow’) and 
Gorizont (“horizon”), and 
possibly a third, called 
Molniya (“lightning”). Each 
satellite was within “reach” 
of the Rosman Research 
Station’s antennas.

During the early 1980s 
the Soviets used these sat-
ellites to communicate 
with their military forces 
scattered throughout the 
western hemisphere includ-
ing eastern Europe, Africa 
and Latin America. 

Among other responsi-
bilities, the Rosman site, a 

National Security Agency 
“research station,” likely had 
a responsibility to collect 
and break the encryption 
that masked the highest 
priority communications 
signals from these satellites. 

Decrypting these sig-
nals offered the potential 
of opening important new 
streams of information 
which would give our pres-
ident the insight needed 
to counter Soviet military 
plans. 

That the Department of 
Defense spent over $200 
million to upgrade the Ros-
man Research Station in 
1985 speaks to the site’s 
success.

Rosman Research Station 
probably took on the most 

difficult tasks, collecting 
and decrypting signals that 
closely tracked the highest 
priorities established by 
then President Ronald Rea-
gan.

At the top of the presi-
dent’s list was rolling back 
Soviet military influence 
in El Salvador, Nicaragua 
and Cuba, and countering 
Cuban military expansion 
throughout Latin America 
— including on the island of 
Grenada. 

involved in collecting 
against many other intelli-
gence priorities, a focus of 
attention was reading the 
communications traffic 
between the Soviets’ orbit-
ing satellites and its massive 

intelligence collection site in 
Lourdes, Cuba.

Because of its classified 
work, the Rosman Research 
Station was off-limits to 
Soviet and then Russian 
diplomats and military offi-
cials. 

But after PARI took over 
in 1998 the facility was 
opened up once again for 
domestic and foreign visi-
tors.

Dave Clavier, former vice 
president for administra-
tion, tells of the day in 2003 
when a group of Russian sci-

“One day I got a call from 
a professor from Brevard 
College. Some Russian sci-
entists were coming through 
town on a tour arranged by 

the Library of Congress and 

if they came to visit PARI?” 
I said, “Sure, bring them in.”

“There were about 30 
Russians and two inter-

around, gave them an over-
view of our STEM education 
program and played our 

-
ished I asked if they had any 
questions.

“One man stood up and 
began speaking in Russian. 
Now, I don’t speak Russian 
but it was clear that the lon-
ger he went on the more 
agitated he became. After he 
stopped, the interpreter put 
her head down and shook it 
from side-to-side. In a low 
voice she said, ‘I’m sorry to 

say this, but this man claims
what you’re saying is all a
big lie and that you are still 
spying on Russia from this 
location.’

nothing I can say to con-
vince him otherwise, so I 
won’t even try . . .’”

of Spacemen and Spies,” will 
be published April 24 and 
is available for pre-order at 
www.pari.edu/shop and at 
Highland Books in Brevard.

All author profits are 
being donated to further 
PARI’s student science pro-
grams. 

For more information
about Gralley and his work, 
visit www.craiggralley.com.

PARI
Continued from 1A

ACLU sues state of North Carolina over harsher riot punishments
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — 

Harsher punishments for 
violent protests in North 
Carolina are being chal-
lenged by a prominent civil 
rights group, which said in a 
federal lawsuit filed Tuesday 
that several parts of a new 
anti-riot law are unconsti-
tutional.

The North Carolina law 
was drawn up in response to 
protests against racial injus-
tice and police brutality in 
2020. The demonstrations 
following George Floyd’s 
death were largely peaceful 
but occasionally descended 
into chaos after dark.

The American Civil Liber-

Court to block enforcement 
of several provisions of the 
new law, arguing it “imper-
missibly criminalizes North 
Carolinians who exercise 

their fundamental free 
speech, assembly and peti-
tioning rights.”

“It is a flagrant attempt 
to vilify and criminalize a 
social justice movement,” 
said Sam Davis, an attorney 

-
olina Legal Foundation.

The law was passed last 
month by the Republi-
can-controlled General 
Assembly with some bipar-
tisan support. It raises 
criminal punishments for 
willingly participating in or 
inciting a riot. Beginning in 
December, fines and prison 
time will increase, typically 
by a couple years or more, 
for protesters who brandish 
a weapon, injure somebody 
or cause significant prop-
erty damage. The law also 
creates new crimes for pro-
testers who cause a death or 
incite a riot that contributes 

to a death.
House Speaker Tim Moore 

sponsored the bill himself, 
citing firsthand accounts of 
rioting and looting in down-
town Raleigh in June 2020 
amid otherwise peaceful 
protests as his motivation. 
He and other supporters 
called the legislation a nec-
essary deterrent and said it 
will prevent protesters from 
misinterpreting their First 
Amendment rights as con-
doning destruction.

Existing state laws “were 
not suff iciently strong 
enough to guarantee that 
those who engaged in the 
most violent and destructive 
behavior would ever see the 
inside of a jail cell,” Moore 
said during House f loor 
debate in February.

Moore’s office did not 
immediately respond Tues-
day to messages seeking 

comment on the lawsuit.
-

visions of the new law are 
overly broad, including the 
definition of a riot as a “pub-
lic disturbance” involving 
three or more people whose 
assembly causes injury or 
damage, or creates a “clear 
and present danger” of 
injury or damage.

The civil rights group also 
warns that the law criminal-
izes urging another person to 
engage in activities defined 
as rioting, and has provi-
sions that could punish 
protest leaders who don’t 
engage in violence them-
selves. These provisions 
“target mere advocacy” in 
violation of the First Amend-
ment, the lawsuit states, and 
could dissuade people from 
engaging in lawful demon-
strations.

Democratic Gov. Roy 

Cooper successfully vetoed 
a similar proposal in 2021, 
noting that it could “intim-
idate and deter” peaceful 
protesters.

Cooper allowed the bill 
to become law without his 
signature last month but 
expressed concerns about 
“disparate impacts on com-
munities of color.”

Republicans last month 
were one seat shy of a veto-
proof supermajority in the 
House, meaning they needed 
at least one Democrat to 
override a veto. But six 
House Democrats — includ-
ing one who was a chief 
sponsor — voted in favor of 
the measure when it passed 
the chamber in February, 
indicating a veto override 
would’ve likely succeeded.

But the GOP now holds a 
supermajority in both leg-
islative chambers after Rep. 

Tricia Cotham formally 
changed her party regis-
tration from Democrat to
Republican on Monday.

owners can seek compen-
sation from protesters who
damage property, equal to
three times the monetary 
damage. Those accused 
of rioting or looting will
also have to wait 24 hours
before their bond is set.
Bill supporters argued that 
defendants could otherwise 
be released immediately by 
a magistrate and continue 
causing destruction.

Social justice advocates 
criticized the measure as it
moved quickly through the 
General Assembly, saying it 
targets Black Lives Matter
demonstrators and other 
minority groups by scaring 
them away from exercising 
their constitutional rights. 

McNeely Companies. “The 
Harris family has been a 

vital part of Brevard for 
decades and we commend 
them for their unmatched 
customer service and com-
mitment to community. 

carry on that tradition and 
realize we have big shoes to 
fill.  McNeely’s Store is not 
new to Ace or Brevard.  The 

McNeely family opened a 
hardware store at 17692 
Rosman Highway, Sap-
phire, in 1996 and have 
been with Ace over 20 

in Brevard since 2014 and 
feel that this addition of 
Ace will be a great way to 
extend our service to the 

community.”

Jonathan Rich can be reached 

at (828) 883-8156 or via email 

at jrich@transylvaniatimes.

com.

Harris
Continued from 1A


