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STREET FESTIVAL RETURNING

JONATHAN RICH

STAFF WRITER

In advance of prepar-
ing the budget for the next 
fiscal year, Transylvania 
County Commissioners 
were asked Monday to 
consider plans for expand-
ing both the current solid 

waste capacity at the county 
landfill and the new county 
courthouse adjacent to the 
Public Safety Facility on 
Morris Road.

In January Transylvania 
County Commissioners 
approved building a new 
and larger county court-
house adjacent to the Public 

Safety Facility and the need 
for more courtrooms than 
currently provided at the 
aging facility built in 1861 
which has been before 
county leadership since 
2005.

Existing space at the 
current courthouse is 
approximately 22,000 

square feet including two 
courtrooms. Previous stud-
ies conducted by the county 
suggested court case loads 
would need any where 
between 45,000 square 
feet to 60,000 square feet 
to adequately provide ser-
vice to citizens with four 
courtrooms in use.

If the new courthouse 
included a third floor shell 
to provide for additional 

storage and expansion, it 
would cost $44,037,836. 
Not including the third 
f loor shell at the size of 
60,000 square feet would 
cost an estimated $37 
mil l ion and a 45,000 
square-foot building would 
cost at least $25 million.

“There is only one of 
those cost estimates that 
would get us in the ballpark 
of a current tax increase 

and not require additional
revenue in payment and
that would be going to the 
45,000 square-foot foot-
print and trying to look at 
some alternative construc-
tion methods,” said County 
Manager Jaime Laughter, 
adding that the current 
timeline would include one
year for designing the new 

Commissioners discuss courthouse, landfill 
Design and cost options on the table

LAURA DENON
STAFF WRITER

The fate of the North Fork Gorge 
portion of the French Broad River 
is in the community’s hands: to be 
federally designated and protected 
forever or not.

Last Thursday the Transylvania 
Natural Resource Council (TNRC) 
held a public informational open 
house at the county library to dis-
cuss officially designating a 5-mile 
portion of the French Broad River 
through the National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System.

“We are an advisory board for the 
county commissioners,” explained 
TNRC chair Owen Carson, who 
works as a botanist and ecologist 
with a regional environmental 
consulting firm. “(We) bring rec-
ommendations and information 
for our commissioners so they 
can make well-informed decisions 
based on preserving and protecting 
those natural resources.”

The National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System was created by Con-
gress in 1968. It aims to preserve 
certain rivers with outstanding 
natural, cultural and recreational 
values in a free-flowing condition 
for the enjoyment of present and 
future generations, according to 
its government website.

“The oldest river in the world 
should remain free-flowing,” said 
David Whitmire, TNRC member 
and owner of Headwaters Outfit-
ters in Rosman.

“If this is going to move forward, 
it’s going to be a community effort,” 
he told the gathered group of about 
50 people. “When you go Wild 
and Scenic it needs to come from 
the grassroots up through your 
community, through your county 
commissioners, to your congress-
man and on up through the ladder 
to eventually voted through Con-
gress.”

Kevin Colburn, national stew-
ardship director for American 
Whitewater, explained specifics 
on what the national recognition 
would mean for the section of river 
in the Pisgah National Forest along 
Highway 215 between Macedonia 
Road and Rosman.

“The most powerful thing it does 
— that is universal to every Wild 
and Scenic River — is it prevents 
dams being built,” said Colburn. 
“So you cannot build a dam in that 
5-mile section that we’re talking 

Effort 
underway 
to protect 
portion of
French Broad
North Fork Gorge section 
of river being looked at

The Heart of Brevard 
downtown business 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s 
announced its schedule 
for the White Squirrel 
Weekend starting May 
26.

“ W h i t e  S q u i r r e l 
Weekend is back and 
ready to br ing the 
streets of downtown 
Brevard to life with 
unforgettable music, 
delicious food and non-
stop fun,” said Heart 
of Brevard Executive 
Director Nicole Bentley 
in a news release. “Our 
signature event is the 
perfect opportunity to 
gather with friends and 
family and immerse 
yourself in the vibrant 
energy of our commu-
nity.”

The street festival 
will start in the heart 
of downtown Friday 
evening (May 26) and 
run through Sunday 
afternoon (May 28) fea-
turing live music on the 
main stage, more than 
15 food vendors and a 
beer garden offering 
local craft beer and 
wine. There will also 
be a selection of more 
than 75 craft, artisan 
and nonprofit vendors 
lining the sidewalks of 
downtown selling their 

unique wares.
In addition to the 

l ive enter ta inment 
and street fair, guests 
are invited to browse 
the galleries, studios 
and other downtown 
businesses that make 
Brevard unique.

The festival is being 
presented by DD Bull-
winkel’s Outdoors.

“ This weekend is 
always a great kick 
off to summer fun,” 
said Dee Dee Perkins, 
owner of D.D. Bullwin-
kel’s Outdoors. “Music, 

events and getting peo-
ple outside are what 
Brevard is all about. 
S p on s or i ng  W h ite 
Squirrel Weekend is 
our way of giving back 
to our local community, 
who we credit for our 
success and the success 

of downtown.”
The city of Brevard 

a nd t he  A mer ic a n 
Legion are organizing 
a Memorial Day obser-
vat ion on Monday, 
May 29, on the lawn 

Lineup announced for White Squirrel Weekend

The White Squirrel Weekend kicks off Friday, May 26.

Seyl Park, Courtesy photo

JONATHAN RICH

STAFF WRITER

Monday Brevard’s Public 
Safety Committee discussed 
the possibility of creating at 
least one public area known as 
a social district where people 
are legally allowed to drink 
alcoholic beverages outside of 
the building where the drinks 

were purchased.
In September 2021 the 

Nor th Carolina General 
Assembly passed a bill allow-
ing municipalities to create 
social districts where patrons 
can legally consume alcoholic 
beverages in approved outdoor 
areas with certain stipulations 
as an exception to open con-
tainer regulations. Beer, wine 

and liquor drinks must be 
provided by state-permitted 
establishments and served in 
plastic cups identifying where 
they were purchased within 
the social district. Custom-
ers in these social districts 
are allowed to take beverages 
outside of the building and on 
private property where they 
are served, but the drinks may 

only be consumed within the 
confines of the designated 
social district area.

“This is an idea we have had 
some folks bring up and on 
the surface it seems like an 
idea that would help promote 
downtown, but there are some 

Committee looks at social districts for alcohol consumption

CRAIG GRALLEY

FOR THE T. T IMES

Editor Note: Author Craig 
Gralley’s book, “PARI: An 
Untold History of Spacemen 
and Spies” tells the story of 
how a small community in the 
mountains of North Carolina 
helped to win the space race, 
the Cold War and became a 
model for science education. 
Earlier articles chronicled the 
Rosman Tracking Station’s 

years under NASA (1963-1981) 
and later how the Rosman 
Research Station under the 
Department of Defense’s 
National Security Agency 
(1981-1995) intercepted secret 
foreign communic at ions 
during the Cold War. This arti-
cle explores DoD’s departure 
and the rise of PARI, which 
takes a “hands-on” approach 
to student science education.

PARI today: providing 
hands-on science education

Author Craig Gralley (left) with PARI President Don Cline.
Courtesy photo
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It’s still a closely held 
secret why the Defense 
Department’s National 
Security Agency aban-
doned its Rosman Research 
Station (RRS) in 1995. The 
station likely was a victim 
of its own success.

Between 1981 and 1985 
the NSA facility operated 
on a shoe-string budget at 
very little cost to DoD. 

In fact defense depart-
ment employees called 
Rosman Research Station, 
“Rosman Radio Shack,” a 
reference to the discount 
electronics retailer where 
supplies were purchased to 
keep the site running. 

After the RRS proved its 
worth in collecting secret 
Soviet communications, the 
military in 1985 spent $200 
million on site improve-
ments and the number of 
personnel nearly doubled 
to 450. 

W it h  ne w c ont r ac t 
employees and infrastruc-
ture the yearly cost of 

operating and maintain-
ing the site reached new 
heights. Rosman Research 
Station had become an 
important contributor to 
our nation’s security but 
also a significant line-item 
on the DoD budget.

Six years later in 1991, the 
Soviet Union disintegrated 
and Americans were look-
ing for a “peace dividend.” 

A s a cost-pressures 
mounted, the DoD began 
implementing a “base 
realignment and closure” 
(BRAC) program. Rosman’s 
large yearly operations and 
maintenance costs caught 
the eye of DoD budgeteers 
in 1993. 

The decision to close the 
site became final and in 
1995 DoD departed without 
finding a new tenant.

The U.S. government 
agreed to maintain the Ros-
man facility until Sept. 30, 
1996. 

If no tenant could be 
fou nd,  t he  DoD wa s 
required to return the prop-
erty to the Forest Service 

in its original state. This 
meant the defense depart-
ment would dismantle its 
huge investment — build-
ings and antennas would 
be torn down, underground 
storage tanks and concrete 
walkways dug up, all its 
infrastructure hauled away 
before the site was regraded 
and reforested. It would be 
a huge and costly undertak-
ing that neither the Forest 
Service nor DoD wanted to 
contemplate.

As the months drifted 
by no buyer was found — 
which wasn’t surprising 
given the legal hurdles a 
new owner would face. For 
example, the Forest Ser-
vice could not accept a cash 
offer for the site. Transfer 
required a land-for-land 
swap, followed by a host of 
Environmental Protection 
Agency and other govern-
ment reviews and finally 
the deal had to be approved 
by both houses of Congress.

After many false starts 
from would-be owners, and 
within weeks of the Forest 

Service pulling the plug on 
its sales campaign, a white 
knight arrived at the front 
gate. Don Cline, a former 
Bell Labs engineer and 
founder of Micro Computer 
Systems — a manufacturer 
of telephone testing equip-
ment — was looking for an 
antenna for Appalachian 
State University. 

After viewing the site 
Cline developed a bold new 
vision to acquire the whole 
site and create science edu-
cation and research center 
for student science educa-
tion. 

He successfully traversed 
all of the hurdles and in 
1998 began realizing his 
vision of a “hands-on” 
student science education 
center he called the Pisgah 
Astronomical Research 
Institute.

Surprisingly there are 
so few research telescopes 
around that many gradu-
ate students in astronomy 
and astrophysics never 
get a “hands-on” expe-
rience using one. PARI 

offers this opportunity to 
our area’s grade-school 
students. PARI was one 
of the first institutions to 
offer students control of 
its radio telescopes using 
the internet. Antennas that 
intercepted foreign com-
munications now are being 
used by schoolchildren to 
map the rotation of The 
Milky Way and explore the 
origin of stars and planets 
millions of light years away.

The learning continues 
with a traveling planetar-
ium, an inf latable igloo 
that uses a star projector to 
place an image of the night 
sky on the interior dome. 
PARI classes complement 
school programs in science, 
social studies, art and his-
tory. One class titled “The 
Stars of Lewis and Clark” 
teaches the story of how 
the explorers of the Lou-
isiana Purchase used the 
sun, moon and navigational 
stars to map their journey 
across the United States.

But perhaps the shining 
jewel of PARI’s educational 

program is it’s summer 
space exploration and 
astronomy camps, available
for students of all ages and 
interests. PARI’s programs 
encourage deeper thinking 
and problem solving skills
while finding opportunities 
for comradery, adven-
ture and fun. It inspires 
students to become tomor-
row’s astronauts, physicists 
or engineers.

PARI offers private tours
and has much more to 
offer. Its vision is embod-
ied in an inclusive mission 
statement: “Revealing the 
unseen and empowering 
people to reach their next
frontier.”

“PARI: An Untold History 
of Spacemen and Spies,” is 
available at www.pari.edu/
shop and Highland Books 
in Brevard. All author 
profits are being donated 
to further PARI’s student 
science programs.

For more information
about Gralley and his work, 
visit www.craiggralley.com.

PARI
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Distilling moonshine has 
been a part of Appalachian 
culture for generations, 
especia l ly dur ing the 
1800s. Although it was 
illegal, moonshining was 
a vital source of income 
for many in Transylvania 
County; nearly every house 
would have some form of 
spirits in their home for res-
idents or their guests.

Moonshiners kept Tran-
sylvania County deputies 
and Brevard Police busy for 
years. Local terrain made 
it easy for moonshiners to 
hide their stills for months 
or even years. In 1948 a 
100-gallon-a-day operation 
was discovered that had 
been operating just outside 
of Brevard for three years. 
The operation was found in 
a cave that was at the end 
of a 200-foot tunnel. Water 
was pumped in from a half 
mile away and the waste 
was pumped out a mile 
away from the still. The 
find made national news 
making it as far as the San 
Francisco news.

Local news reports of the 
time showed local police 
regularly conducting raids. 
Common collections from 
these raids would range 
from operations with a 
capacity of 122 gallons and 
800 gallons of beer. In 1926 
a 12-gallon “portable, baby 

still” was seized.
“Major” Lewis Redmond, 

born in the mid-1850s in 
Swain County and moved 
to the Middle Fork area 
in 1856 at the age of 2. 
He became known as the 
“King of Moonshine” in 
Transylvania County. By 
the time he was 21 he was a 
master distiller. Redmond 
was known to deliver his 
moonshine to his buyers. 
On March 1, 1876, he was 
driving a wagonload of his 
mountain dew down Wal-
nut Hollow Road, in East 
Fork when he was stopped 
at gunpoint by Deputy U.S. 
Marshall Duckworth. After 
he was read the warrant for 
his arrest, Redmond told 
Duckworth to put his pistol 
up and he would quietly go 
with him. When the mar-
shall lowered his weapon, 
Redmond pulled a small 
derringer and shot him, 
point blank, in his throat.

After Duckworth was 
shot he stumbled to the 
water’s edge. He bent down 
to take a drink of water but 
the water leaked through 
the hole in his throat. The 
deputy marshall died a 
short time after. Red-
mond avoided arrest for 
several years before being 
captured. When he was 
captured he was tried and 
sentenced in a federal court 

and was ordered to serve 10 
years. Surprisingly, after 
serving only 22 months 
Redmond was pardoned 
by President Arthur.

“Major” Redmond moved 
to Walhalla where he lived 
out a quiet life until he 
died in 1906. The Moun-
tain Legacies exhibit at 
the Transylvania Heritage 
Museum explores stories 
of Appalachian culture. 
Sitting in the corner of one 
of the rooms in the 1890s 
house that the museum 
occupies is a moonshine 
still that would be very 
similar to ones used during 
Redmond’s time.

The museum archives 
are home to many artifacts 
that can be traced directly 
to Transylvania County res-
idents and events. For more 
information on its archives, 
or to donate artifacts reach 
out to curator@transylva-
niaheritage.org.

The Transylvania Her-
itage Museum, located 
at 189 W. Main Street in 
Brevard, is open Thurs-
day-Saturday from noon to 
4 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a docent or 
volunteering in any capac-
ity can contact Rebecca 
Suddeth at curator@tran-
sylvaniaheritage.org or 
by calling the museum at 
(828) 884-2347.

From the museum: moonshining – a part of Appalachian culture

Courtesy photo

A moonshine still on display at the Transylvania Heritage Museum. 

Propopsal taking shape on $1 billion for N.C. mental health 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — 

A proposal on how North 
Carolina should spend $1 
billion in one-time funds 
from the federal govern-
ment to improve mental 
health care for children, 
adults and criminal offend-
ers is taking shape with a 
bipartisan House measure 
filed on Tuesday.

The legislation goes into 
detail on what to do with 
a large chunk of the antic-
ipated $1.8 billion to be 
received stemming from 
the state’s decision last 
month to expand Medicaid 
coverage to hundreds of 
thousands of low-income 
people.

More people are strug-
gling with mental health 
and substance abuse dis-
orders — leading to higher 
rates of depression, drug 

overdoses a nd yout h 
suicide, according to Dem-
ocratic Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
administration.

“We stand united before 
you,  commit t ing our 
resources against a com-
mon enemy,” Rep. Kristin 
Baker, a Cabarrus County 
Republican, psychiatrist 
and a bill sponsor, said at a 
Legislative Building news 
conference. “And it’s an 
enemy that threatens us. It 
threatens to steal our joy, it 
threatens to steal our chil-
dren, threatens to steal our 
lives.”

The proposal largely 
a l ig ns w it h C ooper ’s 
suggestions in his state 
budget that he unveiled 
last month, and was devel-
oped with help from state 
health department leaders, 
according to Rep. Donny 

Lambeth, a Forsyth County 
Republican and another 
sponsor.

The lack of more private 
and public hospital beds 
contributes to 300 people 
daily sitting in emergency 
depa r t ment s  se ek i ng 
behavioral health services, 
House members said. They 
say dozens of children with 
complex service needs are 
sleeping in these depart-
ments or in local social 
services offices.

“There is nowhere else 
for them to go,” Democratic 
Rep. Carla Cunningham 
of Mecklenburg County, 
another sponsor.

Tuesday’s bil l would 
spend $225 million to raise 
over three years reimburse-
ment rates for behavioral 
healthcare providers to 
care for Medicaid patients. 

The proposal envisions 
spending $100 million 
toward caring for people in 
state psychiatric facilities, 
including to help raise com-
pensation for the hospitals’ 
workers and to implement 
electronic medical records 
programs there.

There’s $150 million to 
assist with helping peo-
ple within the criminal 
justice system get mental 
health treatment or avoid 
jail. Other spending would 
help develop communi-
ty-based mental health 
services, including mobile 
crisis teams and short-term 
accommodations for youth 
in need of services and 
housing for adults. There’s 
also money for the 988 Sui-
cide & Crisis Lifeline.

Lambeth, a chief House 
budget-writer, said he 

hoped that the spending 
line items are ultimately 
added to the final state 
budget. He said a key sena-
tor on mental health issues 
has expressed support for 
the spending, with some 
exceptions.

Lambeth acknowledged 
that since the $1 billion is a 
one-time bonus, some long-
term initiatives contained 
in the House proposal 
would need more perma-
nent sources of money.

The Senate is expected to 
pass its version of the bud-
get in May. The House’s 
edition of the budget set 
aside the $1 billion in 
reserves but didn’t contain 
specifics on how to spend it.

Due to language in the 
Medicaid expansion law, a 
separate state budget law 
must be enacted for the 
coming year in order for 
expansion to occur, and 
ultimately for receipt of the 
bonus funds.

Public input meeting scheduled on DuPont recreation master plan
The first public input ses-

sion for the DuPont State 
Recreational Forest’s Mas-
ter Recreation Plan will be 

held as a drop in event in 
at the Transylvania County 
Library on May 8 from 3p.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Interested individuals can 
learn more about the Mas-
ter Rec Plan and provide 
input at any point during 

the drop in event. For more 
information, visit: www.
ncforestservice.gov/DSRF_
MasterRecPlan/index.htm.

***
“I have been governor every now and then, but I am 

a forester all the time.”
— Gov. Gifford Pinchot of Pennsylvania

***

***
“When your outgo exceeds your income, your 

upkeep is your downfall.”
— Anonymous

***


